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owned by one of his friends and drink 
to his heart’s content.  He was also the 
correspondent for Reuters and he made 
me his assistant. 

We had little or no advertising in the 
newspaper, but one could buy a “story” 
even on the front page. Missionaries 
who depended on money from back 
home, especially from America, loved 
to buy stories accompanied by pictures. 
So the advertising ran as legitimate 
stories. And missionaries bought 
hundreds of copies and sent them 
back home. I remember one American 
missionary who gave bread and sugar 
to poor people in front of the Church 
of the Holy Sepulcher every Friday. 
His assistants asked the crowd if they 
liked what they were getting. The poor 
raised their hands. The missionary and 
his aides took photos. Then he bought 
a story on the front page and asked us 
to print the photo of the poor raising 
their hands. We learned later that he 
sent copies to his church back home in 
Kansas claiming those were the people 
he was converting. 

Other income for the newspaper came 
from foreign embassies whose staffs 
wanted the paper to print favorable 
stories about their countries. We were 
not allowed to print one negative word 
about the British Empire or about British 
misdeeds, if any, in Palestine. I don’t 
know if this was following orders or if 

it was the publisher’s way of thanking 
the rulers for giving him the newspaper 
license.

Writers, repor ters, and editors, and 
even the combination coffee boy/
weatherman – about a dozen staffers 
all together – were males. I remember a 
girl named Rahma Nawas, who owned 
a typing school and used to come and 
visit with the chief editor. We created all 
kinds of excuses to go into his office 
while she was there, and we envied 
him. After each visit, a story about the 
typing school appeared in the paper. 

I think I earned what was equal to about 
25 dollars per month. This was lots of 
money in those days, especially for a 
high school student. The owner of the 
paper must have made a lot more. He 
owned a huge house and drove brand-
new British-made cars. And I remember 
being treated very generously by many 
merchants who wanted the names of 
their establishments mentioned in my 
stories. They pointed to me when I 
passed their shops and said, “He is 
a sahafi (journalist).” And so I was a 
Jerusalem sahafi. 

I thought the pasha was a pasha, 
but
I found out that the pasha was 
just a man. 

Birzeit
Palestine’s Hub of Heritage and Culture
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The olive-tree-covered hills of Birzeit stretch north of Ramallah and are a great 
escape from the hustle and bustle of the busy and crowded city. The area is well 
known for olive oil production, which corresponds with the town’s name – Birzeit, 
meaning “well of oil.”

Every summer, the charming streets of the town’s usually tranquil old core revive 
with various events, such as those of Birzeit Heritage Week – a week-long festival, 
full of activities and exhibits that promote the rich cultural mosaic of Palestine. 
In addition, the Maftoul (Couscous) Festival takes place in Birzeit and features 
a competition for the best maftoul dish. This special event is organized by the 
Rozana Association (www.rozana.ps) to honor Palestinian tradition and highlight 
the women of rural villages who take pride in preparing the delicious dishes of 
their heritage. Since 2011, the Birzeit Nights Festival offers audiences a variety of 
events that feature Palestinian songs and folk dances performed by local groups.

Until now, Birzeit has been known in the region mainly as the location of the 
prestigious Birzeit University (www.birzeit.edu). The institution was gradually 
transformed from a small family-owned girls’ school into the first college for 
higher education in 1954. In 1975, it gained university status, and in April 1976, 
it was accepted as a member of the Association of Arab Universities. The old 
Birzeit University campus is considered one of the most significant historic sites 
in the town.

The recent opening (on May 18) of the Palestinian Museum’s (www.palmuseum.
org) impressive building located on one of Birzeit’s hills – one of the most exciting 
new cultural projects in Palestine – gives even more reason to visit the area. Visitors 
can admire the building’s modern architecture, which was designed to blend with 
the rural landscape, and the extensive gardens filled with indigenous trees and 
flowers. The first exhibition is expected to take place this autumn.

For more tips about interesting destinations in Palestine, check out www.
visitpalestine.ps, or contact Visit Palestine’s Tourist Information Point in Bethlehem 
at info@visitpalestine.ps.


