Gaza’s Youngest and Most
Vulnerable Are at Greatest Risk

By June Kunugi and Monica Awad
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The violence and destruction that have swept Gaza and its 1.8 million people over
the last month have shocked and shamed the world. Children below the age of
18 make up half of Gazan society, and they have borne the brunt of the violence,
which has left them with deep scars and wounds.

More than 430 children were killed in the first 28 days of the escalation; this is
approximately one-third of all civilian deaths. Seventy percent of the children killed
were age 12 or under. This conflict has taken a devastating toll on the youngest
and most vulnerable, and only a ceasefire will bring an end to the suffering and
allow the wounds to begin to heal.
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Alhaiya, 28, female-Heba Hamid Mohamed Alsheikh Khalil, 13, female-Tawfiq Birawy Salem Marshoud, 52, male-Marwa Salman Ahmed Alsarsawy, 13, female-Deena Rushdie Omar Hamada, 16, female-
Eman Mohamed Ibrahim Hamada, 39, female-Maysa Abdelrahman Saeed Alsarsawy, 36, female-Mohamed Rami Fathi Eiyad, 2, male-Fadaa Rafic Diab Eiyad, 23, female-Gada Subhi Saadi Eiyad, 11,
female-Shereen Fathi Osman Eiyad, 17, female-Ghada Ibrahim Sulaiman Edwan, 38, female-Husni Mahmoud Yousef Alabbasy, 55, male-Akram Mahmoud Abdelsalam Almatoug, 39, male-Wassam Majdi
Mohamed Hamouda, 30, male-Salem Ali Abusaada, male-Mohamed Jihad Mohamed Alfara, 29, male-Abdallah Mansour Radwan Emarra, 22, male-Fadi Ziad Hassan Asaleem, 9, male-Shadi Ziad Hassan
Asaleem, 15, male-Tala Akram Ahmed Alaatwey, 6, female-Khadijah Ali Musa Shahada, 62, female-Ola Ziad Hassan Asaleem, 11, female-Mohamed Raed Ihsan Aakila, 19, male-Esraa Yasser Atia Hamdi,
29, female-Layla Hassan Mahmoud Alshaaer, 30, female-Mohamed Ayman Mahmoud Alshaaer, 5, male-Salah Saleh Mohamed Alshaaer, 57, male-Heballah Akram Saleh Alshaaer, 7, female-Najah Saad
Aldin Mahmoud Daraji, 49, female-Abdallah Yousef Abdeljabar Daraji, 3, male-Yousef Shaaban Ziyada, 44, male-Jameel Shaaban Ziyada, 53, male-Shaaban Jameel Ziyada, 12, male-Mohamed Mahmoud
Saleem Almougadema, 34, male-Raaed Mansour Nayef, male-Mohamed Rajaa Mohamed Handam, 15, male-Mohamed Bahdar Khalil Aldaghmah, 25, male-Basil Mohamed Ibrahim Albareem, 20, male-
Ismaeel Abdelaziz Abdelhameed Alkurdi, 21, male-Ibrahim Khalil Abdammar, 13, male-Ibrahim Salem Jumaa Alsehbani, 20, male-Akram Mohamed Ali Alsekafi, 63, male-Eman Khalil Abdammar, 9, female-
Khalil Salem Ibrahim Masbah, 53, male-Rahaf Akram Ismaeel Abujumaa, 4, female-Saji Hassan Akram Alhalag, 4, female-Samia Hamid Mohamed Alsheikh Khalil, 3, female-Saad Mohamed Abdelrazeq
Alhalag, 62, female-Samar Osama Khalil Alhalag, 29, female-Essam Khalil Abdammar, 4, male-Aaesha Ali Mahmoud Ziad, 54, male-Abdelrahman Akram Mohamed Alsekafi, 22, male-Abdelrahman
Abdelrazaq Abdelrahman Alsheikh Khalil, 24, male-Abdrabba Ahmed Mohamed Ziad, 58, male-Essam Atia Saeed Alsekafi, 26, male-Ali Mohamed Hassan Alsekafi, 27, male-Fatima Abdelrahim Abdelkadar
Abuamouna, 55, female-Kanan Hassan Akram Alhalag, 6, female-Mohamed Hassan Mohamed Alsekafi, 53, female-Marah Shaker Ahmed Aljamal, 11, female-Marwan Mouneer Saleh Qanfad, 23, male-
Masaab Alkheir Salah Eldin Saeed Alsekafi-Mona Sulaiman Ahmed Alsheikh Khalil, 49, female-Hala Akram Hassan Alhalag, 27, female-Hani Mohamed Ahmed Alhalag, 29, male-Youself Salem Hamtou
Habib, 62, male-Abdelrahman Abdelrazaq Abdelrahman, 24, male-Ashraf Ahmed Musa Alselawi, 36, male-Turkeiya Alaabd Mohamed Albass, 77, female-Aya Bahjat Hassan Abusultan, 17, female-Maftiya

For many children, this is the third military operation that they have experienced.
There are 400,000 thousand children in Gaza who need psychosocial support to
help them heal from the fear of bombardment and the trauma of injury or loss.

In the first 28 days of the escalation, at least 2,750 Palestinian children were
injured. Many of these children will need long-term rehabilitation. Some of them will
need treatment that is unavailable in Gaza, and they will have to apply for special
permission to leave the coastal territory — unless the closure that hinders the travel
of people and goods is brought to an end.

There is no safe place in Gaza. Preliminary assessments show that an estimated
65,000 people have lost their homes. At least 255,000 Gaza residents remain
displaced, seeking shelter in schools and in the homes of relatives or friends.
Overcrowding is creating a public health crisis, with increased cases of diarrhea,
which can be life threatening for the very young. Scabies and lice are also spreading.

At the Carmel School for Boys in Gaza City, hundreds of people sought refuge.
Taiseer Khamees Hassan and the 12 members of his family fled from Al Zaytoun
neighbourhood and are living in a classroom of the school.
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In cooperation with the World Food Programme, e-vouchers
for water, hygiene products, and food were distributed to
families whose homes have been destroyed, and the hope
is to support up to 300,000 people.

“I'ge Through its partnership with PRCS, the Palestinian Centre for

Democracy and Conflict Resolution (PCDCR) Ma’an, Tamer,
and Al Nayzak, UNICEF is also providing daily specialised
psychosocial support and extracurricular activities for
thousands of children and adolescents who are seeking shelters in Gaza public
schools that are managed by the Ministry of Social Affairs. The PCDCR deployed
160 counsellors to hospitals and shelters from the first days of the escalation to
help children cope with the distress.

In working with UNICEF, our partners have demonstrated time and again that their
knowledge and expertise can bring about real benefits for children. But this is not
enough.

It is high time for those in positions of command or leadership, who have a legal
duty in both Israel and Gaza, to exercise maximum restraint and prioritise the
protection of children from violence and harm. They also have an obligation to
enable humanitarian access and to permit aid workers to assist those in need. Aid
workers need to complete search-and-rescue operations, repair critical water and
electricity infrastructure, access remote areas, and carry out needs assessments.

For the sake of children, all sides to this conflict must put an end to the violence.
Without a just and lasting peace, we cannot guarantee full respect for the rights
of children. These children who have lost their childhood deserve our collective
support. They have a right to a better childhood.

June Kunugi is the Special Representative of the United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF) in the State of Palestine. Over the past 22 years, she has served in
nine countries, advocating and promoting children’s rights. Monica Awad is the
Communication Specialist who has worked for the past 18 years with UNICEF
based in Jerusalem.




