
June 2015
206

alestine

The Banking Sector and Finance

32

Riyam Kafri-AbuLaban and Tala Abu Rahmeh
Content Editors 

Dr. Mamdouh Aker 
Urologist

Vera Baboun 
Mayor of Bethlehem

Aref Hijjawi 
Author and media expert

Dr. Nabeel Kassis 
Director of Palestine Economic Policy Research Institute (MAS)

Sami Khader 
Director General of MA’AN Development Center

Nour Odeh 
CEO, Communications Consultancy

Advisory Board

July 2015: Arts and Culture

August 2015: Day in the Life of

September 2015: Sports in Palestine II

Forthcoming Issues

Telefax: +970/2 2-295 1262
info@turbo-design.com
www.thisweekinpalestine.com
www.facebook.com/
ThisWeekInPalestine

Publisher: Sani P. Meo
Art Director: Taisir Masrieh
Graphic Designers:
Shehadeh Louis
Hassan Nasser

Printed by: 
Studio Alpha, Al-Ram, Jerusalem
Maps: Courtesy of PalMap - GSE
Distribution in the West Bank: 
CityExpress

 4  Financial Inclusion In Palestine

 8  Bank of Palestine: Leading in 
Development

 14  The Palestinian Bretton Woods

 22  Achievements of the Palestine Capital 
Market Authority

 26  Building an Economy from Scratch

 34  Small Businesses Hold the Key to the 
Palestinian Economic Future

 38  Investing in our Palestine of 
Opportunities

 42  Managing Headwinds

 46  Our Readers Say ...

 52  To Have Trust in our Economy

 54  The UNWTO Comes to 
Palestine 

 56  The Fifth Riwaq Biennale 

 58  In the Limelight

 64  Reviews

 72  Events

 74-92  Listings

 93-97  Maps

 98  The Last Word

Cover: Bethlehem “Shatweh” headpiece.
Photo courtesy of the Palestinian Heritage 
Foundation.

The views presented in the articles do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the publisher.
Maps herein have been prepared solely for the convenience of the 
reader; the designations and presentation of material do not imply any 
expression of opinion of This Week in Palestine, its publisher, editor, 
or its advisory board as to the legal status of any country, territory, 
city, or area, or the authorities thereof, or as to the delimitation of 
boundaries or national affiliation.

In this issue

The Banking Sector 
and Finance

Many of you might wonder why we would spend 
an entire issue on the banking and finance sector 
in Palestine. It sounds very boring, right? But, for 
those of us who love to read anything and everything, 
it is not boring at all. In fact, it is necessary. Our 
self-imposed mandate to promote and document 
Palestine means that we tackle themes that may 
seem, at first glance, uninteresting. This gives you, 

our readers, an opportunity to discover things you may have not known about 
Palestine. 

This issue is a chance for us to learn more about finance and banking within the 
Palestinian context. Who doesn’t want to know more about money? No, really! 
Sure we all want more money, but perhaps one way to save or make more is to 
learn more about the sector.

We have articles from a diverse set of financial institutions that attempt to explain 
the monetary status quo in Palestine. When we started working on this issue we 
sent invitation letters to all banks, insurance companies, and financial institutions in 
Palestine. The articles featured here came from the few brave souls who responded 
to our invitations. We thank them for taking the time to write for us and to share 
their experiences and expertise with our readers.

Our “In the Limelight” section is, as always, delicious and interesting. We feature 
Samir Abdulhadi as personality of the month, and Ayyad Arafeh as artist of the 
month. Our book of the month features our own Cate Malek’s Palestine Speaks, 
a unique collection of stories about Palestine told by Palestinians. For TWIP’s 
Kitchen, we feature the savory and sweet tradition of taboun baking and cooking. 

We hope you will enjoy the read. And from the entire This Week in Palestine family, 
we wish you all Ramadan Kareem.


