
We always talk about art and culture. The conversation 
ebbs and flows and most of the time we are not saying 
much. We struggle to define our artistic identity and 
wonder if we are forever confined in resistance and love 
for a land always struggling. 

Maybe we don’t have to decide now. Maybe our art and 
culture is a daily redefining of our hope, and a space that 

constantly gives us the chance to decide who and what we are. 

This is what this issue of This Week of Palestine is trying to accomplish. We’ve 
brought you contributors from all around the country to tell you about what 
Palestinian art and culture is to them. Jamil Dababat writes about a little alleyway 
in Nablus where the secret of music is unraveled; Aline Khoury writes about the 
revival of a tile factory in Jerusalem where we are fighting for every inch; and Ali 
Qliebo explains the iconography of the famous Ramadan fanous that celebrates 
this holy month. In addition, there are lighter things like Quiz Night, which brings 
together people of all ages to experiment with knowledge, and many other articles 
that will shed light on the richness of our culture. 

It is hard to believe how varied and different we are, and in a world that wants 
to put all humans into a mold of normalcy and routine, we awaken to fight our 
little battle to be exactly who we are. May we always be different, and may our 
vastness set us free. 

32

Riyam Kafri-AbuLaban and Tala Abu Rahmeh
Content Editors 

Dr. Mamdouh Aker 
Urologist

Vera Baboun 
Mayor of Bethlehem

Aref Hijjawi 
Author and media expert

Dr. Nabeel Kassis 
Director of Palestine Economic Policy Research Institute (MAS)

Sami Khader 
Director General of MA’AN Development Center

Nour Odeh 
CEO, Communications Consultancy

Advisory Board

August 2015: Day in the Life of

September 2015: Sports in Palestine II

October 2015: Being Palestinian

Forthcoming Issues

Telefax: +970/2 2-295 1262
info@turbo-design.com
www.thisweekinpalestine.com
www.facebook.com/
ThisWeekInPalestine

Publisher: Sani P. Meo
Art Director: Taisir Masrieh
Graphic Designers:
Shehadeh Louis
Hassan Nasser

Printed by: 
Studio Alpha, Al-Ram, Jerusalem
Maps: Courtesy of PalMap - GSE
Distribution in the West Bank: 
CityExpress

 4  The Iconography of Fanous Ramadan

 10  The Accursed Thing

 14  Along the Path

 22  The Secret of Music: The Soul’s Flow

 26  The Revival of a Jerusalem Tile 
Factory

 32  Our Readers Say ...

 34  The Rising Tides of 21st-Century 
Middle Eastern and Arabic Literary 
Voices

 38  Twenty Years of Quiz Night

 42  Al Manara Encounter

 44  Joubran: Three Heart-Charming 
Lutes

 52  The First Steps 

 56  In the Limelight

 62  Reviews

 68  Events

 70-86  Listings

 85-97  Maps

 98  The Last Word

Cover: Hani Zurob, Flying Lesson # 9, 
Acrylic and Pigment on Canvas, 2011.

The views presented in the articles do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the publisher.
Maps herein have been prepared solely for the convenience of 
the reader; the designations and presentation of material do not 
imply any expression of opinion of This Week in Palestine, its 
publisher, editor, or its advisory board as to the legal status of any 
country, territory, city, or area, or the authorities thereof, or as to 
the delimitation of boundaries or national affiliation.

In this issue

Arts and Culture

July 2015
207

alestine

Arts and Culture


