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Khulud Darras is committed to promoting and supporting education in Palestine 
and, specifically, her hometown Bethlehem. She lives by her guiding principle that 
while we must recognize the world as it is, we should look for its positive aspects, 
even if they may be hard to find.  

Dr. Sabri Saidan dedicates his life work to education in Palestine, focusing 
especially on under-served and underprivileged areas. He believes not only in 
innovation, promoting the use of IT in Palestinian schools, but also in the importance 
of teaching youth the values of steadfastness and love of lifelong learning as 
effective means of resistance.  

Ahlam Tarayra asks probing questions and publishes her thoughts and occasional 
images on her personal blog in Arabic. Like many Palestinians, she is urgently 
trying to understand the latest surge of violence.    

Bahaa Alayyan was an inspiring social and cultural activist before the hopelessness 
and despondency of the Palestinian situation led him to commit a desperate violent 
act.

Hani Mourad, the head of the Lions Club in Bethlehem, explains that doing good 
deeds in raising funds for charities and enjoying yourself are the two ingredients 
that make up the success of the work of the Lion’s Club. 

Janoub Atatra applies her knowledge as a trained teacher to raising her children 
and uses the insights gained from living under difficult circumstances to deal 
constructively with the children in a classroom. She is convinced that positive 
reinforcement is the most effective way to foster cooperation and a love for learning 
in children. 

Hamza Atatra has become a very perceptive and thoughtful young man as a result 
of living with the challenges of a brain tumor. The most difficult aspect of not being 
able to rely on his body is the ensuing loneliness, as he cannot participate in most 
of the activities his classmates and peers enjoy as teenagers.

Lena Saleh is enjoying active retirement from a lifelong career with UNESCO by 
travelling between Europe and the Middle East and supporting the Palestine Youth 
Orchestra and other cultural activities. Conversing fluently in Arabic, English, French, 
and Greek, she is a most inspiring lady! 

Sabrin Hasbun has two passions: travel and writing. Although during the last few 
years she has lived in France, Japan, and the United Kingdom, and has been part 
of the University of Pisa, the Sorbonne University of Paris, and Bath Spa University, 
her writing focuses mainly on Italy and Palestine, her two home countries. She 
intrigues with her sense of honesty.

Abu Khaled is a living example of resilience and creativity in finding ways to raise 
his family and care for his ailing parents under difficult conditions. Like many others, 
he is struggling to compensate for the deteriorating economic situation in Palestine. 

My Damascus
By Suad Amiry
Women Unlimited – New Delhi, 2016, 203 pages, $25.00 
Reviewed by Mahmoud Muna, The Educational Bookshop - 
Jerusalem

In her new book, writer and architect Suad 
Amiry, the daughter of a Palestinian father 
from Jaffa and a Syrian mother, writes about 
her birthplace, the city of belonging, the oldest 
continuously inhabited city in the world, and 
the shrine of Arab intellectualism and trade: 
the city of Damascus.

The book is divided into six parts and spans 
three generations, starting in 1926 with the 
story of the grandmother returning to visit 
her ill mother in Arrabeh, a Palestinian village 
near Nablus  – a vivid description of a road 
journey that is impossible to duplicate in the 
modern Middle East. As the story progresses, 
Amiry takes the reader back in time during her 
mother’s marriage and describes the social and 
cultural traditions in the late nineteenth century.

The second chapter covers the few years before 
the Nakba, in Jerusalem, where Samia (Amiry’s 
mother) moved to live with her husband. Life 
in Palestine was about to change forever, and 
Amiry generously describes those Jerusalem 

days with major historical and political events as the backdrop.

The journey then takes the reader back to Damascus, a dive into the personalities of the grandfather, 
the mother, the aunts, and everyone around them. It is as if fiction overlays history, leaving us 
wondering about the details. This is precisely why Amiry wrote in her endnote: “To construct a 
‘true story’ based on the realities or imaginations … one cannot but produce a literary genre: 
non-fictional-fiction or fictional-non-fiction.”

To many readers, old Damascus is often artificially constructed through the imagination of an 
orientalist, whereas modern Damascus is a city of war, burning, and destruction. In My Damascus, 
Amiry succeeds in telling the true story of a magnificent city through the lives of its visitors and 
inhabitants, with all the charm and hardship, the love and the betrayal. The stories hold rich 
historical and cultural anecdotes, producing an invaluable source of socio-economic dynamics 
in Palestine and Syria at the time.

Amiry, the exceptional storyteller, takes readers to the hidden alleys and souqs of Damascus, 
showing them the beautiful mansions and introducing them to the complicated and personal stories 
of those who lived there. Her unique writing style uses the most simple of personal stories to 
reflect the tragedy of a nation, weaving in fragments of a memory and the loss of beautiful times.

Several family secrets are revealed through the often personal and intimate stories. Amiry has 
managed to reconstruct the lives of those individuals who once played an important role in Greater 
Syria during the Ottoman Empire. She nourishes our imaginations with the lives of those who once 
lived in splendid houses with charming courtyards. 


