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About the Palestinian Museum
The Palestinian Museum is an independent museum dedicated 
to supporting an open and dynamic Palestinian culture nationally 
and internationally. The Museum presents and engages with 
new perspectives on Palestinian history, society, and culture. 
It offers spaces for creative ventures, educational programs, 
and innovative research. The Museum is a flagship project of 
Taawon (the Welfare Association).

In light of what Jerusalem continues to face from exclusionary 
policies enforced by militarization and closure, the Palestinian 
Museum has created a multi-faceted project and exhibition, 
JERUSALEM LIVES, which aims to focus on the living aspect 
of the city and support its people. The exhibition attempts to 
examine the city of Jerusalem as a case study metaphorically 
representing globalization and its failures, and find answers to 
inspire a better future. Veering away from clichés, the exhibition 
will expose the neoliberal colonial and imperial challenges 
imposed by the Israeli occupation that Jerusalem and its people 
are facing. Could the title Tahya Al Quds be transformed from 
a mere slogan into an invitation to present real content and 
support for life in the city? What are the stories of collective 
resistance? How do we make Jerusalem live?

Four chapters explore the concept, beginning with a 
multidisciplinary exhibition displaying audiovisual materials 
that demonstrate the emanation, effects, and limitations 
of globalization in the city of Jerusalem. Commissioned or 
refabricated site-specific artworks by 18 Palestinian and 
international artists form the second chapter, in the grounds 
and gardens of the Palestinian Museum. In the third chapter, 
the public program aims at supporting civic and non-
governmental associations in the city that have adopted an 
enduring methodology of collective struggle. Developed at 
the museum’s initiative on the basis of a working relationship 
and stimulating dialogue with various local organizations, the 
inaugural exhibition of the Palestinian Museum will provide 
a platform for a group of fellow institutions to undertake 
and broaden a series of long-term compelling projects. The 
fourth chapter, the JERUSALEM LIVES publication, focuses 
on knowledge production as a frontier of resistance. In 
partnership with the journal Jerusalem Quarterly, a special 
edition celebrating the lives of renowned Jerusalemites has 
been produced to anchor the editorial component of this 
multilayered curatorial project.
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